
REPORT FOR STRATEGIC PLANNING COMMITTEE - 

UPDATE 

 

Date of Meeting 25 April 2018 

Application Number 15/04736/OUT 

Site Address Land south east of Trowbridge 

Proposal Outline planning application for mixed use development 
comprising: residential (up to 2,500 dwellings - Classes C3 & C2); 
employment (Class B1, B2, and B8); two local centres (Classes 
A1 - A5, D1, C2, and C3); two primary schools, one secondary 
school, ecological visitor facility, public open space,  landscaping 
and associated highway works including for the ‘Yarnbrook / West 
Ashton Relief Road’ and the access junctions. 

Applicant Ashton Park Trowbridge Ltd & Persimmon Homes Ltd 

Town/Parish Councils NORTH BRADLEY / TROWBRIDGE / WEST ASHTON 

Electoral Divisions SOUTHWICK – Cllr Horace Prickett   
TROWBRIDGE PAXCROFT – Cllr Steve Oldrieve 

Grid Ref 386358  157356 

Type of application Outline 

Case Officer  Andrew Guest 

 
 
Update 
 
On 17 April 2018 the Environment Agency withdrew its holding objection to the planning 
application, this following its consideration of additional flood compensation modelling 
information provided by the applicant.  The notification of the withdrawal is attached as an 
annex to this update report. 
 
As a consequence of this change the recommendation has been revised to remove reference 
to the grant of planning permission subject to the Environment Agency withdrawing its holding 
objection.  The re-drafted recommendation is set out below, together with additional planning 
conditions relating to water efficiency and measures to control/removal an invasive plant 
species, as recommended by the Environment Agency.  The other conditions recommended 
by the Agency – relating to floodplain protection and levels, and a Construction Environmental 
Management Plan – are provided for already by conditions 24 and 22 respectively.    
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
Having taken into account the environmental information, it is recommended that the 
Strategic Planning Committee authorises the Head of Development Management to 
grant planning permission, this subject to the following ‘legal agreements’ being first 
entered into: 
 



1. an obligation under Section 106 of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 
between the applicant and Wiltshire Council requiring provision of the following: 

 
 30% affordable housing with suitable mix; 

 
 Two new primary school sites of at least 1.8 ha each.  Primary education financial 

contribution (of £9,509,390 (2017 figure) based on 2,500 dwellings; adjusted 
accordingly depending on final numbers) completion of two schools; 
 

 One new secondary school site of 5.24 ha.  Secondary contribution (of 
£8,463,708 (2017 figure) based on 2,500 dwellings; adjusted accordingly 
depending on final numbers); 
 

 ‘Early Years’ education contribution (of £3,863,313 (2017 figure) based on 2,500 
dwellings; adjusted accordingly depending on final numbers) or on-site 
provision; 
 

 Health / dental care contribution of  £1,108,500 (2015 figure, to be adjusted for 
indexation), to be used for sites in Trowbridge Community Area only and subject 
to such sites remaining in NHS/public ownership; 
 

 Elements of open space (equipping/phasing/maintenance contributions/etc.); 
 

 Ecological mitigation, to be set out in a Biodiversity Management Plan covering 
the management, mitigation, monitoring and enhancement of all habitats and 
species affected by the development during the pre-construction, construction 
and operational phases, both within the application boundary and on land owned 
by Wiltshire Wildlife Trust.  To include – 
 
- Provision of, and/or provision of funding for, a Steering Group to oversee 

implementation of the Biodiversity Management Plan; 
- Provision of, and/or provision of funding for, visitor facility, and related land 

transfer arrangements; 
- Provision of ecology Green Infrastructure, related maintenance/long term 

management contributions, ecological monitoring including remedial works 
triggered by monitoring and related land transfer arrangements;  

- Provision of, and/or provision of funding for, full time wildlife warden, and 
mechanism for his/her perpetual funding; 

- Agreement that no public access will be allowed through the agricultural land 
identified for employment use other than to areas which have been developed 
for that purpose.  An impenetrable barrier will be maintained between housing 
and employment land on the east side of West Ashton Road until at least 75% 
of the employment site has been completed at which point a public footpath 
will be provided between the two which will breach the impenetrable barrier 
at a single point. 

- Financial contribution towards the cost of monitoring implementation and 
maintenance of mitigation, with bond or other means of security secured 
against non-delivery and/or non-maintenance of mitigation. 

- Provision for revision of the Green Lane and Biss Woods Management Plan 
to incorporate requirements arising from the Biodiversity Management Plan 
and the Habitats Regulations Assessment (including Appendix 2).  
 

 Elements of transport infrastructure in line with the Trowbridge Transport 
Strategy, notably –  
 



- Completion of funding agreement with Wiltshire Council for the provision of 
YWARR and commuted sum for structures maintenance; 

- Provision and completion of Yarnbrook and West Ashton Relief Road 
(including works to redundant A350 and all other associated highway works), 
phased or in entirety, subject to the timescales set out by the HIF and LEP; 

- Provide and deliver a Bus Strategy for the site, identifying how a half hourly 
service between the site and the town centre can be achieved, firstly through 
the negotiation with commercial operators for a commercial service, or, 
secondly, and in the event that a commercial service cannot be initiated 
and/or maintained, by a supported service, funded at the reasonable cost of 
the developer.  The bus service shall be provided for a period from occupation 
of the 50th dwelling to up to three years following occupation of the 2,450th 
dwelling, the exact period dependent on the commercial viability or otherwise 
of the service at the time.  The Bus Strategy shall set out how the funding 
arrangements will work in the event that a supported service is required; 

- Provision of travel plans for the separate land uses on the site; 
- Financial contributions towards the legal costs associated with making of 

traffic regulation orders at a cost of £6,000 per identified TRO; 
- Implementation of all made legal orders relating to highways and transport 

issues associated with the site; 
- ‘Contingency Plan’ for planned diversion of public footpaths NBRA9 and 

NBRA11; 
- Design and provide a wayfinding scheme aligned to the phasing of the 

development; 
- Construction and improvement of off-site highway works associated with the 

Yarnbrook and West Ashton Relief Road, alterations to West Ashton Road 
and improved connectivity to the town centre and to the White Horse 
Business Park; 

- Connectivity (vehicular) between Drynham Lane and site, unless secured by 
alternative means; 
 

 Waste collection facilities contribution. 
 

2. A legal agreement between Wiltshire Wildlife Trust and Wiltshire Council to achieve 
implementation and maintenance of ecology mitigation measures relevant to the 
Trust via a revised Management Plan for Green Lane and Biss Woods covering the 
following: 

 

 To provide an account of the role the site plays in achieving the conservation 
objectives of the Bath and Bradford on Avon Bats SAC, and a specific objective 
to maintain the population of Bechstein’s bats through maintenance of the 
structure and function of the habitats within the plan area;  
 

 To incorporate all relevant land transfers to WWT and commit the trust to 
managing these in line with the objectives of the revised plan; 
 

 To define the operating constraints for the ecological visitor centre and car 
parking arrangements which arise from the potential for recreational pressure to 
reduce the value of the site for Bechstein’s bats; 
 

 To set out types and levels of acceptable amenity and educational use and the 
means by which these will be monitored and reviewed;  
 



 To set out what constitutes acceptable and unacceptable fire making and a 
protocol to be followed to minimise and deal with the latter; 
 

 To include an objective regarding the maintenance, and where necessary, 
replacement, redesign and / or repositioning of bat boxes for Bechstein’s bat 
use; 
 

 To recognise the role of the Steering Group in reviewing the implementation of 
relevant aspects of the management plan, monitoring results and 
implementation of remedial measures; 
 

 To anticipate the potential effects of increased visitor numbers and identify 
monitoring to be undertaken, thresholds for unacceptable change and remedial 
measures.  
 

Management Plan to be implemented by Wiltshire Wildlife Trust with governance 
of relevant elements by the Steering Group. 
 
The agreement will also commit the Trust to employ a full time warden to implement 
the plan and to engage with local residents in order to enhance understanding of 
local ecological features with a view to reducing impacts from potentially damaging 
behaviours.  

 
And, subject to the planning conditions set out in the first version of the Committee 
report, including any subsequent changes agreed with the Head of Development 
Management, and the following additional conditions – 
 
    
32. No development in any Phase or Sub Phase of the overall development hereby 

approved shall commence until a scheme for water efficiency relevant to all the buildings 
within the Phase or Sub Phase has been submitted to and approved in writing by the 
Local Planning Authority. Thereafter no building within the Phase or Sub Phase shall be 
first occupied until the water efficiency measures relevant to the building have been 
installed and are operational in accordance with the approved scheme. 
  
REASON:  In the interests of sustainable development and climate change adaptation. 
  
INFORMATIVE:  The development should include water efficient systems and fittings.  
These should include dual-flush toilets, water butts, water-saving taps, showers and 
baths, and appliances with the highest water efficiency rating (as a minimum). Greywater 
recycling and rainwater harvesting should be considered.  An appropriate submitted 
scheme to discharge the condition will include a water usage calculator showing how 
the development will not exceed a total (internal and external) usage level of 110 litres 
per person per day. 

33. No development hereby approved shall be first occupied until a scheme setting out a 
strategy for the control / removal of Himalayan balsam has been submitted to and 
approved in writing by the local planning authority.  The scheme shall include a 
programme for the implementation of the strategy.  The strategy shall be implemented 
in accordance with the approved scheme and programme. 

 
REASON:  In the interests of ecology and to ensure compliance with the Wildlife & 
Countryside Act 1981 (as amended).  


